BAUTZEN

APPEAL TO AUSTRIA

TO FRANCIS  I, EMPEROR OF AUSTRIA

DRESDEN, May 17, 1813.

I AM deeply touched by what Your Majesty says in your
letter about your interest in me. I deserve it only for my
very sincere feelings about yourself. If Your Majesty is at
all concerned for my happiness, you will help me to preserve
my honour. I have made up my mind to die, if need be, at
the head of all honourable Frenchmen, rather than become
the laughing-stock of the English, or allow my enemies to
triumph over me. Let Your Majesty think of the future. Do
not throw away the fruit of three years' friendship, or renew
the intrigues of the past, which plunged Europe into wars
and convulsions whose issue might have no end. Do not
sacrifice for meagre motives the happiness of our generation,
and of your own life; do not sacrifice the real interest of
your subjects, and (why should I not say it?) of a member of
your family who is sincerely attached to you. For Your
Majesty must never doubt my affection.

[CoRRESP., xxv, 20018. Written the day before Napoleon left
Dresden to fight and win the battle of Wurschen or Bautzen on the
zoth-iist. On the i5th and i6th he had had long conversations with
General Bubna, who had stated, on behalf of Metternich, the Austrian
terms for non-intervention.]
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ARMISTICE

TO EUGENE NAPOLEON, VICEROY OF ITALY

NEUMARKT, June 2, 1813.

I SENT you a special messenger yesterday; I am sending
a second to-day, and I will send a third as soon as the armis-
tice is signed. I do not mind telling you that what has
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